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Calendar of Events

October—-NEW LOCATION
CrossBridge GB Church, Bryant,
Arkansas. Rev. Ron Byrd, pastor.

October 5-LAUNCH
Next Level Church, Tarpon Springs,
Florida. Christian Farris, lead pastor.

October 11-CELEBRATION Comunidad
Cristiana Nueva Esperanza, Clinton,
Arkansas, 6 p.m.

January 2009-LAUNCH
Genesis Church, West Plains, Missouri.
Rev. Jeff Smith, pastor.

January 4, 2009-LAUNCH
Life Quest Church, Holiday, Florida. Dr.
Neal Brent, lead pastor.

February 3-6—ASSESSMENT CENTER
Clearwater, Florida

March 2009—-NATIONAL MISSIONS
AWARENESS MONTH PROJECT
National Missions Sunday Offering,
March 15.

Needs

E-VOICE NEWSLETTER

The MNewsletter of General Baptist National Missions

Planting Churches — Sharing Christ

From the National Missions Director

Our Nation: A Mission Field

“North America is now the largest mission field in the
English-speaking world, and the third largest after China and
India....” We are in a mission situation in our own country.

Two-and-one-half million Americans will die this year.
Without new, creative, passionate, biblical ministries
designed to reach the lost, over 85 percent of them will die
in their sins.

The hard reality is that we’re not getting the job done
when it comes to fulfilling the Great Commission in our own
country. Paul told Timothy, “If a man does not know how to manage his own family,
how can he take care of the church of God?” (1 Tim. 3:5). | believe that applies to the
situation in our nation.

We must “see” our own nation as a mission field. George Gallop says there is a
tremendous spiritual hunger in our land "a mile wide and an inch deep.” Reaching
spiritually hungry people approaching life with a post-biblical mind-set means we
have to be willing to adapt new ministry methods without compromising our biblical
message. Doing “church” the way we’ve always done things before will not reach the
248 million unchurched people in our nation, and they are our friends, neighbors, co-
workers, and families.

What is the best way for us to do this? As C. Peter Wagner has wisely said,
“Church planting is the most effective method of reaching lost people under heaven." A
church planter who began a very effective church told me the reason he started a new
church: “l came to realize that the church that won my grandparents to Jesus was not
able to win my children.” That kind of insight, coupled with the cultural realities we
find in our nation, provides us with the motivation to be urgent about starting and
restarting as many churches as possible. So, let’s rush to recapture that sense of
urgency and work harder and give more and begin new churches to reach as many as
possible.

Dr. Stephen Gray

Busy. . .Busy. . .Busy
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As many of you plan your 2009 church
budgets, please consider assisting
National Missions as it continues to
plant fast-growing churches that impact
people for Christ.

Contact Us

General Baptist National Missions
100 Stinson Drive

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

(573) 785-7746

www.generalbaptistnm.com

Dr. Stephen Gray, Director
stephen.gray@generalbaptist.com

Barbara Acre
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Pastor Chris Bailey, The Bridge KC, with his planning
team’s assistance, is hard at work raising awareness of
the new church in Independence, Missouri (Kansas City
area). Last summer’s outreach began by hitting the
streets to pass out a total of more than 4,000 door
hangers, mailings, and yard signs and blitzing the area
with personal invitations.

Upon completing a nine-week “New Testament
Challenge,” Pastor Chris is now challenging everyone to
reach the community by joining in a new teaching series,
“Questions?”

Chris Bailey Family
chris@thebridgekc.com

Worship services are held in the Truman High School
auditorium...read more http://www.thebridgekc.com

CrossBridge General Baptist Church, Bryant, Arkansas,
hopes to move into its own home by Oct. 15. Pastor
Ronald Byrd and congregation have purchased a
commercial building on two acres and are renovating the
property. Volunteer tradesmen would be welcomed. A
major fall outreach program is planned to target the
communities nearest the church, where hundreds of new
homes are being built.
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“Pray that God will use us to be Christ’s servants in this
community, that He will strengthen our hands for the
work, and that He will continue to send forth laborers—
particularly leaders—into this harvest field,” says Pastor
Byrd.

Coming Events
s |

Next Level General Baptist Church, recently relocated
to Brooker Creek Elementary, Tarpon Springs, Florida,
officially launches Oct. 5. Pastor Christian Farris was 1
of 4 National Missions missionaries commissioned at
the 2008 M&M Summit in Springfield, Missouri. This
is a Synergy-funded church plant.

...http://www.livenextlevel.com

christian.farris@livenextlevel.com

Comunidad Cristiana Nueva Esperanza (New Hope
Christian Community), 3793 Hwy. 65 S., Clinton,
Arkansas, holds its First Anniversary and Grand Opening
Celebration Oct. 11 at 6 p.m. Pastor Pedro Ramirez leads
this Hispanic congregation and the Hispanic congregation
at the First General Baptist Church in Heber Springs,
Arkansas. . . http://www.ministeriohispanogbc.com

W :
Pastor Pedro & Dollybeth
Ramirez

In Recognition

National Missions Awareness Month project in March 2008 included an opportunity for our children to get
involved. Some Sunday School groups participating in this project were recognized at the Mission & Ministry
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Summit. National Missions awarded all participates with a certificate.

Concord, Manitou, Kentucky
Westwood, Evansville, Indiana
Herald, Modesto, California
Helfrich Avenue, Evansville, Indiana
Hopewell, Flint, Michigan

Baugh Station, Lewisburg, Kentucky

Fairmount, St. Peters, Missouri
Rockford United, Rockford, Illinois
Carters Chapel, Madisonville, Kentucky
South Ridge, Jonesboro, Arkansas
Otter Creek, Boonville, Indiana

Church Planting Coordinators were recognized at the Mission & Ministry

Summit in July for their years of service to General Baptist National Missions.
Church Planting Coordinators have played and will continue to play a very
important role in the planting of churches for General Baptists as they continue
to cast their visions in their own associations or Regional Extension through
Associational Programs (REAP) groups. Pictured left to right are Bob Comer,
Home Missions of the Ozarks; Dean Jaggers, Florida Home Mission Board;

Bruce Conran, Sheffield Association; and Don Gregory, Arkansas Home Mission

Society.




