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Leaving A Legacy 

 
In 1987 John Wimber, one of the founding leaders of the
Vineyard movement, wrote a story about a mission-minded
church in New York City that closed its doors after years of
faithful service to God. While he never revealed the name of
this church, his story is one worth sharing. 
     According to Wimber, the final act of this dying church

was to hold a funeral service in order to celebrate its life and ministry in the
community. What happened at this service was nothing short of remarkable. Wimber
didn't stay for the whole service, but later received word that over 20,000 people,
representing 56 churches, came to celebrate the death of this church. What makes this
so remarkable is the fact that every person who came to worship throughout the day
was part of a new work started through this dying church.  
     All day long pastors and lay leaders came forward to praise God for the church's
vision, generosity, and support. One particular individual came forward and shared how
this dying church unselfishly gave to the end. In one final act of love this church gave
away all of its best leaders and givers to help plant 11 new churches over the course of
a year. That act of selfless giving ultimately caused the death of the church. What a
legacy! 
     Although the pulpit is now empty, the organ is silent, and the playful laughter of
little children no longer rings through the halls, it is impossible to quantify the impact
this church will have on future generations of Christ-followers. The doors may be
closed, but the ministry of this church has picked up speed. This dying church, spoken
of by Wimber, will live on through the ministry of its children. Because the leaders of
this church made a commitment to give birth to new churches, its ministry will never
be silenced; its legacy lives on! This example teaches us that death does not need to be
the final act! 
   From Florida to California, Maine to Washington, churches are beginning to catch the
vision of leaving a legacy through giving birth to another church. Like the proverbial
Phoenix, rising from the ashes, life and ministry is living on through their investment in
a new church. As a final act of love, the church is laying down its life for others.

 Quarter A Day Update
 
Funds for the National Missions Sunday Offering, A Quarter A Day
Challenge, are arriving daily. As of April 15, over $21,000 of the
$30,000 goal has been received. 
    The funds raised through this event will help two new church
plants in the Florida Association: Next Level General Baptist Church

pastored by Rev. Christian Farris and Life Quest General Baptist Church pastored by
Rev. Brent Neal.

Lives Transformed
 
Easter Sunday was an amazing day for most churches across our nation. We
celebrated record attendances and conversions across our movement. God is
moving, and we are celebrating what He did in our new churches this Easter. 
 
Thank you God for your blessing and thank you General Baptists for your
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investment in these new churches. Your vision, passion, and sacrificial giving
provided a way for people to find a relationship with Jesus Christ on Easter

morning. 
 
Easter praise and worship services were held in different places, times, and ways. Some celebrated outside, and
others included a drama as part of the morning worship.

 
 
These reports are from a few National Missions church plants and adoptions.
 
Next Level, Tarpon Springs, FL - "Our Easter Sunday was truly a blessing," says Pastor Christian Farris. "Our services
were packed with 320 people and the energy was just unreal. We were able to see at least 15 people come to Jesus
Christ."

Life Quest, Land O' Lakes, FL - Hosted 112 in attendance and celebrated six conversions. Life Quest has witnessed
over 35 people giving their lives to Christ since its opening on January 18. -Pastor Brent Neal

Genesis Church, West Plains, MO - Hosted 323 and witnessed 15 conversions. -Pastor Jeff Smith
 
Vision de Amor, Olathe, KS - "We had a great Easter Sunday, the attendance at the service was 270 people including
visitors and also salvations. We had a powerful message with Pastor Jorge Herlein and worship full of joy. It was an
amazing celebration.
     "Our people are now entering into a new stage of understanding Easter (celebrating Jesus' resurrection) we are
very happy about that."
 
Life Change Ministries, Lafayette, IN - "We had 80 in attendance. We did a creative invitation and had several
respond. We are now doing two services, as we do not have enough space to accommodate the new people who have
been coming in the past eight weekends. We have had 40 first-time visitors during this time span with eight
professing Christ as Savior and several rededications. We are witnessing a mighty outpouring of God's Spirit at Life
Change Ministries." -Pastor Tom Bennett
 
Graceway Church, Greenville, NC - "I don't know what it was about yesterday's service, but I had goose bumps from
start to finish! You could definitely feel the presence of the Lord!" shares Pastor Steve Atkins in his weekly Blog. "God
deserves all the praise and honor that we can possibly give Him--and more. However, we cannot live on yesterday's
anointing. We must be earnestly praying for next Sunday's service starting now!"
 
Fair Haven Church, Zephyrhills, FL - 320 in attendance and witnessed six saved, lots of commitments -Pastor
Michael Smith 

Skyline Church, O'Fallon, IL - Good services with 150 in attendance -Pastor Rodney Sloan
 
CrossBridge Church, Bryant, AR - Celebrated with 25 guests above regular attendees. All services were held indoors
due to very heavy rainstorms. Attendees included 21 children under the age of 10. Plans are to have a dedication of
its new facility in about six weeks. -Pastor Ronald Byrd
 
The Awakening, New York, NY - 96 in services, five saved, and nine rededications. The Awakening is now holding
Sunday services in two locations: The Players Theatre and AMC Loews Village 7 Theatre. -Pastor Dennis Minner
 
Crosspointe Church, Clearwater, FL - Celebrated with 411 in attendance, 10 saved. -Pastor Everett Farris
 
New Walk Church, Zephyrhills, FL (KEC-funded project) - Over 1,000 attending and 10-plus conversions. -Gary
Baldus

Web Site Update
National Missions Web site has been updated. We have added a "Share This" and an "RSS Feed" button at the top left
corner of our Web site page. When you click on the "Share This" button you can send the Web site address to a friend,
place a link to it on your MySpace or Facebook. The RSS button will help you stay up to date on any new blogs. Stop
by and see the updated site, www.generalbaptistnm.com.

The Post Office has new regulations coming into effect soon.
Any addresses containing "RR," "Rural Route," or "HC" need to have box numbers. 

Also, addresses changed for 911 purposes need to be submitted. 
Submit all  changes in your address to

General Baptist Ministries, 100 Stinson Drive, Poplar Bluff, MO 63901.
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